
F I L E D  
March 4 ,  2003 

NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD 

STATE OF Y 5 W  J E X S E Y  
DEPARTMZNT OF LAW & PUELIC S T Z T V  

STATE SOARD OF MSDICAL EXAFINZRS 
DrvIsIorJ OF CONSUMSR AFFAIRS 

- 

In t h e  Matter of: 

JAMES GO REL I CK , M . D .  CONSENT ORDER 
CONDITIONALLY REINSTATIXG 

LICENSURE 

This matter wss reopened before the N e w  J e r . ~ o y  S r z y e  boara 

of Medical Examiners (tile "Board") upon the Board's r ece ip t  of E 

written petition from respondent James Gorelick, M . D . ,  a s k i n g  that 

the Board consider reinstating his N e w  Jersey rnedic2.l l i c e n s e .  

Respondent's N s - 6  Je r sey  licer,se was suspended by  o p e r a t i - n  c- t z 

F i n a l  Grder of this Board filed August 3 1 ,  1999 .  The orcle: ~ r o v i d e d  

t h a t  r2spondent c o u i d  a p p l y  $ o r  reinstatement, apd thaL, in sucz 

event, respondEnt woulci have t o  appear before  a committee of the  

Board to demonstrate f kLness  to p r a c t i c e .  The Board expressly 

reserved the right to place r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l i c e n s u r e  in t h e  evenr 

respondent's license was reinstated. 

Respondent appeared before  a Camnittee of tne Boara on 

October 2 ,  2002, and then offe red  t e s t i m m y  concerning, inter alia, 

t h e  disciplinary a c t i o n  t-dlren a g a i n s t  him in the State o€ F l o r i d a  by 

t h e  F l o r i d a  Board of Medicine and the actions he h a s  t a k e n  s ince  h i s  

F lo r id2  l i c e n s e  was reinstated to comply with t h e  condl'ions of 

probation imposed upon him i n  Flo r ida .  The Committee was 

additionally f u r n i s h e d  with a copy of a Notice of Terminztion of 
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?roSatior, issued by the F l o r i d a  Bo~. rd  of Medicine,  whir: :O:ICE 

declared that respondent had completed his per iod o f  probarior. ~ : r h  

the F l o r i d a  Board on J u n ~  11, 2001, 2nd had corny=liec wirh 21: t e r m s  

of s a i d  probation, and a copy of a ietter dated A?rii 24, 2001 frcr?. 

t h e  Physicians' Fesource Network la program adria; s t e red  by  the 

Flo r ida  Medical Foundation, hereinafter t h e  "'PRN") Lo Dr. G - o r e L i r k  

w h i c h  confirmed that Dr. Gorelick had successfully corp le ted  h i s  

monitorinq conrract witn ilhe PEN. 
- 

A s  s e t  forth i n  o u r  August 31, 1999 Order, t h e  suspension 

of rospondent's license was based on a sister-state action t z k e n  by 

t h e  F l o r i d 2  Board of Medicine. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Bozrd of 

Yedlcine suspended respondent's license f o r  a period of two yez rs  by 

way of O r d e r  entered on o r  abou t  Decernber 5, 1995; eighteer.  months 

of the suspension were stayed, and five years  of probat iar !  were 

additionally imposed. T h e  Florida Eoard or' Medicine additionally 

imposed a permanent restriction on r e sponden t '  s 1ice)ise prohibitinq 

respondent from ever examining or t r e a t i n g  a female patient withouz 

a F l o r i d a  licensed female health practitioner p r e s e n t  in the 

examining room. T h e  Fioriua action w a s  m s e c  OR charges  ha^ 

respondent had sexually assaulted t h r e e  patients, which  charges 

respondent neither admitted nor denied when e n t e r i i i g  t h e  Consent 

Order with the F l o r i d a  Board. It is the case, however, t h a t  

respondent was c h a r g e d  c r i r n i n s l l l y  in all t h r e e  cases with h a v i n g  

committed sexual battery, was found guilty upon entering E p l e a  of 

nolo  contendere to the crimina? charges on or about May 6 ,  1993, 2nd 
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w a s  placed on Community C o n t r o l  f o r  t w o  years  (E-kin t o  house a r r s s z )  

follzwed by five years probation. 

The F lo r i d2  Board of Medicine irr.Fosec! a s e r i e s  of 

condirions upon respondent's practice during the ex tended  period of 

pzobat,ion which  followed the s i x  month period of active licen'e 

suspe!lsion,  which conditions included requirements that resgondent 

pay '- f i n e  of $15,000, a t t e n d  c o n t i n u i n g  medical education in 

medic31 ethics, perform 200  hours of cornunity serv ice ,  particspate 

and conp ly  with t h e  PRN, and  p r a c t i c e  under  " i n d i r e c t  supervision" 

of E monitoring physician approved by the F l o r i d a  3oard .  As n o ~ e d  

above, evidence availzble to t h e  Board demonstrates that respondent  

completed h i s  period of probatiGn on June 11, 2001, and c o r r . ~ l i e d  

with a l l  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  of p r o b a t i o n .  

Respondent t h u s  presentiy holds a license to prac'ice 

mediciEe in F l o r i d a ,  t h e  state in which  h i s  present pracyice is 

loca ted ,  s u b j e c t  only to t h e  permanent restriction that preclijdes 

him from examining or treating a female patient w i t h o u t  a female 

h e a l t h  practitioner i n  the examin ing  room at a l l  times. Respondent 

1 s  engaged ir! t h e  practice of a d u l t  neurolGgy, and his practice is 

limited to t h e  State of Florida. Respondent t e s t i f i e d  that he 

psesE.nt ly has no intention to resume the pract ice  of  medicine in t h e  

State of N e w  Jersey even if h i s  petition f o r  reinstatement of h i s  

N e w  Jersey license is p r e s e n t l y  g r a n t e d .  

The Board has considered respondent's petition f o r  

reinstatement, and  concludes that c a m e  exists to conditionally 



~ r a n t  t h e  application, bcsed or! the finding t h ~ :  responder:: :?a2 

conplied with a l l  t e r n s  ar.c conditions of h i s  probztion in the S E Z t e  

of F l o z i d a ,  t h e  s t a t e  which h ~ d  p r i m a r y  responsibility f c r  

m o r , i t o r i n g  h i s  przctice and wherein he coctinues t O  p r a c t i c e  

p r e s e n t l y .  As W E S  t h e  c a s e  i r i  F l o r i d a ,  the n a t u r e  cf  he 

alleqations broughc a q a i n s t  respozdent dictates that a permanext 

condition be placed on his 1icensr;re that respondent be prec luded  

from exzmnlninq or t r e a t i n g  a n y  female p z t i e n t s  unless a fenzle 

chaperone ,  acceptable to t h e  ZJard, is presen t  during t h e  

examination a n d / o r  treatmme3t session. 

While t h i s  Z Q Z ~ C  would be inclined to presently impose 

ac?dltFonz.l conditions o? respondent's p r a c t i c e ,  to include a 

c c n d i t i o r .  rhat r e s p c n d e n t  submit to an evaluztion by t h e  Physisizns' 

Health Program of t h e  Medic21 Society of  N e w  Sersey ( rhe  "PHP"), and 

that he t h e r e a f t e r  participate with the PHF on s u c h  terms as  r n i q h t  

be recommended b y  the PHP, we f i n d  t h e  need to presently impose any 

conditions beyond t h e  aforementioned chaperoning requirement is 

obviated by the fzct that respondent h a s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  he  presently 

~ O E S  not InrEnd to P ~ Z C E ~ C E  in iiew Z G r s e i - .  .;iveri -,ha; ~ ~ : $ ~ i n ~ G I i y ,  xe 

will p r e s e n t l y  defer making any  determination w h e t h e r  additional 

conditions need be placed on r e s p m d e n t ' s  licensure, and instead 

reserve the right to impose such ccnditions if and  xhen respondent 

advises this Board that he intends t o  resume prac t i ce  i n  N e w  J e r sey .  



The Board fipding that cause exists to conditionally CrEr.: 

responden:' s application f o r  reinstatement, and f i n d i n g  t h a t  Z;12 

wizhin O r d e r  adequately p r o t e c t s  the  public health, szfety z-k 

welfa re ,  End f o r  good cause shown, 
4? r 

IT IS on ? h i s  ! T  day of I-c'sru*r> 2003 

ORDERED: 

1. The license of James Gorelick, M. D. to p r a c t i c e  medicir,? 

and s u r g e r y  i n  Lhe State &>f New Jlersey is he reby  r e i n s t z t e d ,  szbject  

to his cor,pl iance with a l l  conditions s e t  f o r t h  below. 

2 .  I n  t h e  event respondent ever practices medic ine  in t h e  

S t a t e  of i 'ew Jersey,  such  practice shall be subject  to a permanent  

conditior. thac respondent have a female chaperone p r e s e n t  whenever  

he t r e a t s  of examines any female patients. The chaperone shall need 

t o  be approved in advance by the aoard, and t h e  chaperonf :  shall be 

reqcired to initial a l i  patient charts when she is p r e s e n t  durinq 

examinatlcns or treatments of fernale patients. The chaperone  shzli 

be required to sign an agreemen: with t h e  Board acknowledging hew 

awzreness of the t e r m s  of this Clrder and h e r  agreenent to serve as 

a chz:p&rc;.'e, and s , ra l l  b? : ~ q z i z ~ i i  t o  x2ke e; j .~~-- ,~di . : t ?  ; - a?z r t  tc 

t h e  Board in the even t  s h e  obtains any information suggesting that 

r e s p o n d e n t  has violated the t e r m s  of this Order. Respondent 

expres51y agrees t h a t ,  in the event he examines or treats any  femalc 

patient a t  any  time t h a t  a Board approved chaperc-le is not  p resen t ,  

such conduct shall be cause f o r  the summary entry of ar, Order by 

this Board suspending his N e w  Jersey medical license. 
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3 .  P r i o r  to com.encir,g p r a c t i c e  i -  the S t z t e  of N e i i  J e r sey ,  

r e sponden t  s h a l l  provide the Board with w r i t t e r ,  noxice advising the 

Soard of h i s  intention to reSume practice i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  ar,d shall 

then appear before  a .Committee of t h e  Board. Following s a i d  

appearance,  the Board s Y z 1 1  determine wheiher a d d i t s m a 1  conditions 

should be placed upon z L i y  p r a c t i c e  of  medicine by respondent. The 

Board e x p r e s s l y  reserres t h e  r i g h t  r o  p lace  condiyions Q Z  

limitations updn a n y  ;:-actice of  m e 3 c i n e  ir. X e w  J e r s e y  By 

respondent, by the e n t i y  of a supplemental Order, to include t h e  

possible imposition of  a requirement thzt respondent  submit to a n  

e v a l u a t i c n  by the Physicians’ H e a l t h  Program of t h e  Medical Society 

of New Jersey and that, should the PHP recommenc! that he participate 

with c.7 be monitored by t h e  PHP, h e  be r e q u i r e d  to follow a n y  such 

recormendations . 

MEW JERSEY STATE 
BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

By : 
William 1 7 .  Harrer, M.P.,  B . L . D .  
Board P re s id fn? .  

I represent  t h a t  I agree to be bound 
by the terms of this Oreer. Consent 
is hereby a i v e n  to t h e  Board to 
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